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DEADLINES ESTABLISHED FOR FILING COMMENTS AND REPLY COMMENTS
ON IMPROVING RELIABILITY OF THE NATION’S 9-1-1 EMERGENCY 

COMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE WAKE OF THE JUNE 2012 DERECHO

PS Docket No. 13-75, PS Docket No. 11-60

Comments Due:  May 13, 2013
Reply Comments Due:  May 28, 2013

On March 20, 2013, the Federal Communications Commission released a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking soliciting comment on approaches to improve the reliability and resiliency of the 
communications infrastructure necessary to ensure continued availability of the Nation's 9-1-1 emergency 
communications system, particularly during times of major disaster.1 The Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking set deadlines for filing comments and reply comments at 30 and 45 days, respectively, after 
publication of a summary of the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the Federal Register.

On April 12, 2013, a summary of the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking was published in the 
Federal Register.2 Accordingly, comments must be filed on or before May 13, 2013, and reply comments
must be filed on or before May 28, 2013.  Commenters should follow the filing instructions in the Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking and in the Federal Register summary.3 The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking is 
available on the Commission’s website.4

Commenters are reminded that the Commission has designated this as a “permit-but-disclose” 
proceeding in accordance with the Commission’s ex parte rules.5 Persons making ex parte presentations 
must file a copy of any written presentation or a memorandum summarizing any oral presentation within 
two business days after the presentation.  Persons making oral ex parte presentations are reminded that 

  
1 See Improving 9-1-1 Reliability, et al., PS Docket Nos. 13-75, 11-60, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 13-
33 (rel. Mar. 20, 2013) (9-1-1 Reliability NPRM).
2 Improving 9-1-1 Reliability; Reliability and Continuity of Communications Networks, Including Broadband 
Technologies, 78 Fed. Reg. 21,879 (April 12, 2013) (Federal Register Summary).
3 See 9-1-1 Reliability NPRM, 35-36 ¶ 85; Federal Register Summary, 78 Fed. Reg at 21,887.  
4 See http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2013/db0320/FCC-13-33A1.pdf (Acrobat).
5 47 C.F.R. § 1.1200 et seq.; Amendment of Certain of the Commission’s Part 1 Rules of Practice and Procedure 
and Part 0 Rules of Commission Organization, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 25 FCC Rcd 2430, 2439-40 
(2010).   
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memoranda summarizing the presentation must (1) list all persons attending or otherwise participating in 
the meeting at which the ex parte presentation was made, and (2) summarize all data presented and 
arguments made during the presentation.  If the presentation consisted in whole or in part of the 
presentation of data or arguments already reflected in the presenter’s written comments, memoranda or 
other filings in the proceeding, the presenter may provide citations to such data or arguments in his or her 
prior comments, memoranda, or other filings (specifying the relevant page and/or paragraph numbers 
where such data or arguments can be found) in lieu of summarizing them in the memorandum.  
Documents shown or given to Commission staff during ex parte meetings are deemed to be written ex 
parte presentations and must be filed consistent with § 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules.  Written ex 
parte presentations and memoranda summarizing oral ex parte presentations, and all attachments thereto, 
must be filed through the electronic comment filing system, and must be filed in their native format (e.g., 
.doc, .xml, .ppt, searchable .pdf).  Participants in this proceeding should familiarize themselves with the 
Commission’s ex parte rules. 

For further information regarding this proceeding, please contact Eric P. Schmidt, Attorney 
Advisor, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, (202) 418-1214 or eric.schmidt@fcc.gov.
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